
 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
Venue: Arktikum (address: Pohjoisranta 4) 

Monday 3 November 2025 
 
09:00–10:00 Registration and coffee 
10:00–10:30 Conference opening - Welcome to MEC 2025 Conference! 
 Chair: Heli Ruokamo, Professor, University of Lapland 

 Greetings from European Educational Research Association,EERA , 
Heli Ruokamo, Professor 

 Greetings from Finnish Educational Research Association, FERA  
Teemu Valtonen, Chair of the Board 

 Greetings from FinEd – The Finnish Multidisciplinary Doctoral Training Network on 
Educational Sciences  
Anna Rawlings, Coordinator of the FinEd Network 

10:30–11:30 Keynote 1: AI-Powered Immersive Learning: Shaping the Future of Education 
Yanjie Song, Professor, Department of Mathematics and Information Technology, 
The Education University of Hong Kong  

11:30–12:30 Lunch 
 
12:30–13:50 Presentations 

Chair: Heli Ruokamo, Professor, University of Lapland  
 

Gendered Expectations? AI and the Reproduction of Social Models in Music 
Education 
Bianca Corrente 
Santa Cecilia Conservatory, Italy 
 
Balanced and connected: How informal digital engagement is connected with 
academic achievement? 
Markus Packalén1, Kai Hakkarainen1, Shupin Li2, Tiina Korhonen1 

1Helsinki University, Finland. 2Jyväskylä University, Finland 

Immigrant Nurses’ Clinical Competence Assessment using Objective Structured 
Clinical Examination (OSCE) in Simulation-Based Environment: A Systematic 
Literature Review 
Mervi Rasilainen, Heli Ruokamo 
University of Lapland, Finland  

  

https://eera-ecer.de/
https://kasvatus.net/en/association/
https://www.fined.fi/en/fined-2/
https://www.fined.fi/en/fined-2/


From Resource to Learning Companion: Student Engagement with Generative AI in 
Higher Education 
Minna Silvennoinen, Satu Aksovaara, Sanna Paananen, Minna Koskinen 
Jamk University of Applied Sciences, Finland 

13:50–14:20 Coffee/tea 

14:20–15:40 Presentations 
Chair: Janne Väätäjä, PhD, University of Lapland 

University students' epistemic agency in AI-assisted knowledge creation 
Jenni Jokilahti, Eija Räikkönen, Timo Salminen, Miika Marttunen 
University of Jyväskylä, Finland 

Higher education students’ perceptions and reflections on AI in learning and working 
life: A mixed-methods study 
Marjaana Kangas, Satu-Maarit Korte 
University of Lapland, Finland 

Teachers at the Crossroads of AI and Language Pedagogy: A Cross-Cultural Study of 
Readiness and Perceptions in Finland, Hong Kong, Brazil, and South Korea 
Keijo Sipilä1,2, Agnaldo Arroio3, Lixun Wang4, Satu-Maarit Korte2 

1Kaarinan kaupunki, Finland. 2University of Lapland, Finland. 3University of São 
Paulo, Brazil. 4The Education University of Hong Kong, China 

Online Degree Programme Design As A Strategic Choice: First Experiences Of Online 
Business Students From Åland Islands 
Marjo Joshi1, Anders Kjellman2, Thor-Björn Wik2, Bettina Brantberg-Ahlfors2 

1Seinäjoki University of Applied Sciences, Finland. 2Åland University of Applied 
Sciences, Finland 

15:40–15:50       Break 

15:50–16:50 Presentations 
Chair: Satu-Maarit Korte, University Lecturer, University of Lapland 

Finnish primary school students’ conceptions of machine learning 
Pekka Mertala1, Janne Fagerlund1, Jukka Lehtoranta2, Emilia Mattila3, Tiina 
Korhonen3 

1University of Jyväskylä, Finland. 2University of Eastern Finland, Finland. 3University 
of Helsinki, Finland 



17:00–19:00 

EUKids Online research 24-25 in Finland: Youth digital optimism vs. pessimism 
Sirkku Kotilainen, Jussi Okkonen, Reijo Kupiainen, Roosa Heikkiniemi 
Tampere University, Finland 

Inclusive AI pedagogy in Media Education 
Saija Salonen, Sirkku Kotilainen 
Tampere University, Finland 

Welcome reception, Arktikum



Tuesday 4 November 2025 

09:15–09:30 Opening of the day 
Chair: Marjaana Kangas, University Lecturer, University of Lapland 

Greetings from Satakunta University of Applied Sciences , Jari Multisilta, President, 
CEO 

09:30–10:30 Keynote 2: Artificial Intelligence in Education: A Historical Journey and the 
Transformative Power of Generative AI  
Marcelo Milrad, Full Professor, Linnaeus University, Växjö, Sweden 

10:30–11:00 Coffee/tea 

11:00–12:00 Presentations  
Chair: Marjaana Kangas, University Lecturer, University of Lapland 

Motivational Profiles of Pre-Service Teachers Studying Educational Technology: 
Insights Based on Expectancy-Value Theory 
Teemu Valtonen1, Jaana Viljaranta1, Heta Tuominen1, Jari Kukkonen1, Jari Laru2, Heli 
Ruokamo3 

1University of Eastern Finland, Finland. 2University of Oulu, Finland. 3University of 
Lapland, Finland 

Food Blogs as a Nonformal Learning Environment 
Riikka Partanen 
Lapland UAS, Finland 

From Voice to Code: Women’s Leadership and Agency in the Generative AI Era 
Bin Gan1,2, Sirkku Kotilainen1, Iiris Ruoho1 

1Tampere University, Finland. 2Beijing Yueying New women Development Center, 
China 

12:00–13:00 Lunch 

13:00–14:20 Presentations 
Chair: Outi Kallionpää, University Lecturer, University of Lapland 

Expressive and Critical Empowerment in Computation - Participatory Design 
Workshops with Youngsters in Tarinatalo Game 
Ruut Tikkanen1, Juho Mattila2, Netta Iivari1 

1INTERACT Research Group, University of Oulu, Finland. 2OASIS Research Group, 
University of Oulu, Finland 

Where Stories Live: Narrative Design and Worldbuilding in the Symbolic Game World 
of Tarinatalo 

https://www.samk.fi/en/


 
 
 

Juho Mattila, Ruut Tikkanen 
University of Oulu, Finland 

Digitalization for a sustainable future? Insights from Finnish education policy 
framework 
Lauri Palsa1,2, Janne Fagerlund1, Pekka Mertala1 

1University of Jyväskylä, Finland. 2Finnish society on media education, Finland 

 
Digitally-mediated learning about self in nonformal environments: The case of data-
informed talent identification in junior sports 
Pekka Mertala, Lauri Palsa, Janne Fagerlund 
University of Jyväskylä, Finland 
 

14:20–14:50 Coffee/tea 

14:50–15:50       Presentations  
Chair: Satu-Maarit Korte, University Lecturer, University of Lapland 

 
The Tarinatalo Goes to Sápmi project (Máinnasviessu sámás / Mainâsviste sáámást / 
Maainâspõrtt säämas) 
Outi Kallionpää, Pigga Keskitalo 
University of Lapland, Finland 
 
Scaffolding Pre-Service Teachers' Learning with AI: Insights from a Quantitative 
Methods Course 
Sini Kontkanen, Susanna Pöntinen, Henri Heiskanen, Jari Kukkonen, Teemu Valtonen 
University of Eastern Finland, Finland  
 
Forest Utopias: Cultivating Students' Utopian Imagination and Planetary Citizenship  
with AI Tools 
Aki Saariaho 
University of Neuchatel, Switzerland 

 

16:00 Exhibition in Arktikum 

19:00 Conference dinner in Arctic Restaurant 
(address Valtakatu 18) 

  



 
 
 

Wednesday 5 November 2025 

09:00–09:30 Opening of the day 
Chair: Heli Ruokamo 

Greetings from the National Audiovisual Institute’s (KAVI) Department for Media 
Education and Audiovisual Media  
Leo Pekkala, Deputy Director 

Greetings from the Finnish Society on Media Education, FSME  
Lauri Palsa, Chair of the Board 

Greetings from Educa.Doc  
Päivi Häkkinen, Professor 

09:30–10:30 Keynote 3: Redefining Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning at the Age of AI 
Päivi Häkkinen, Professor (Educational Technology), Finnish Institute for Educational 
Research (FIER), University of Jyväskylä, Finland 

10:30–11:00 Coffee/tea 

11:00–12:00 Presentations  
Chair: Heli Ruokamo 
 
Rethinking Spaces in the age 0–6: What Can Adults Learn? The experience of 
LABZEROSEI 
Alessandra Carenzio, Simona Ferrari 
Catholic University of Milan, Italy 

From Algorithms to Beauty Filters: AI, Body Image and Youth Well-Being 
Simona Ferrari, Uda Benedetta 
Catholic University, Italy 

Finnish elementary teachers’ conceptions and experiences on AI technologies’ 
effects on education 
Tero Lakkonen 
University of Lapland, Finland 

12:00–13:00 Lunch 

https://kavi.fi/en/media-education/
https://kavi.fi/en/media-education/
https://mediakasvatus.fi/in-english/
https://educaflagship.fi/en

