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Elections for the faculty councils 

GENERAL STIPULATIONS

According to the University’s rules of procedure (1 January 2024) and decision by rector nine members and the same amount deputies are elected to the faculty council; the term is three years. The faculty council has members from three groups that represent the University community: professors and associate professors; other teaching and research staff as well as general staff; and students. In other words, voters elect one third of members and deputies to the faculty council from amongst their own group. The faculty council can decide on taking a maximum of two external members. Members are elected in accordance with the electoral rules of procedure approved by the University Board on 22 august 2017.

The term of current faculty councils ends on 31 December 2026. The new faculty councils’ term of office is 1 January 2027 – 31 December 2029. Members are appointed through an election except for the student members and their deputies who are appointed by the Student Union. 
Voting takes place using the electronic voting system Vakka between 23.11.-27.11.2026 daily from 8:00 to 17:00




ELECTORAL RIGHT AND RIGHT TO STAND FOR ELECTION

Staff members have the right to vote and stand for election: 

1. in the first group professors and associate professors of the faculty who have been hired to tend to at least half of the tasks required in the position

2. in the second group staff members

- full-time employees of the University
- persons who have been hired to tend to at least half of the tasks required in the position
- persons who, with the agreement of the University, do research on a full-time basis at the University or assist in carrying out research

A staff member entitled to stand as a candidate in faculty council elections belongs to the faculty where his/her position is or where the work duties primarily are directed to. A substitute belongs to the group and unit in which the substitute position is.

Employment contracts that have been made or signed no later than 1 September 2026 and are valid at the time of confirming the electoral list are taken into account when the electoral list is completed and confirmed. The electoral list is confirmed by the elections commission on 27 October 2026.

Every fully-fledged member of the University community recorded in the electoral list is entitled to stand as a candidate.

If someone considers the electoral list to be faulty concerning himself/herself or another person, a written appeal can be filed to the elections commission no later than 26 October 2026 at 3 pm local Finnish time.

The electoral lists can be viewed as of 20 October 2026 at university’s intranet pages. 




CANDIDATE NOMINATION 

Those entitled to vote have the right to nominate candidates in their own staff group.
The chair, vice-chair, a member or the secretary of the elections commission cannot stand as a candidate.

Differing from the previous procedure a new electronic service has been put into operation. Candidate nomination is carried out by using the system. Log in the service using your personal Haka credentials. Paper documents are no longer in use. Candidate nomination time is 29.10.-11.11.2026. Service closes 11.11.2026 at 3 pm local time. 


Match-election is carried out with paper documents, not by electronic candidate service.   

Representatives of groups mentioned in section 15 of the Universities Act can be selected without nominations and elections. All members of the group who are eligible to vote must agree on the matter by delivering to the elections commission a jointly signed document about persons to be selected. The document is to be delivered before the deadline for candidate filing. 
Documents addressed to the elections commission that concern carrying out a match-election are to be delivered to the University Registry (Yliopistonkatu 8, E-wing, 3rd floor) by 11 November 2026 at 3 pm local Finnish time. Documents can be delivered by e-mail kirjaamo@ulapland.fi . Documents connected carrying out a match-election can be obtained university’s intranet pages. 



VOTING PROCEDURES
Voting takes place using the electronic voting system Vakka between 23.-27.11.2026 daily from 8:00 to 17:00. Log in the Vakka voting system using your personal Haka credentials.








DETERMINATION OF RESULTS


To determine the results, the candidates of the groups, which are named in section 15 of the Universities Act, are put into the order defined by the number of personal votes. The elections commission separately announces elected candidates of the professors’ group and the other staff group and deputies in accordance with the order defined by the number of personal votes. 

If there is an electoral vote tie, the order of candidates is resolved through a lottery drawing.

The elections commission confirms the results of the elections in its post-elections meeting 30 November 2026. The results are announced without unnecessary delay after the meeting on the University’s notice board and web site.
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